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Arizona Pastel Artists’ Association  

Featured Artist:  Marta Smith 
 

It was in the early 60’s 
when Marta Smith started 
painting wild animals.  She 
had seen an ad for a lion 
on a travel poster and he 
was so majestic and 
beautiful. After a neighbor 
bought the painting she 
decided to try other 
animals and before long 

she was exhibiting in a show at a local mall.  At that 
show she sold all her paintings the first day. 
 

During the next few years it was a busy time with 
four small children and the only time found to 
paint was late evenings.  She had begun to get 
requests for pet portraits and found a lucrative 
business doing so. Many a night she would call it a 
“three dog night” and at Christmas time people 
would line up at the door to pick up their portraits.  
These were all done in pastel, which doesn’t need 
time to dry and she found it easy to work with. 
 

Marta’s work won many awards and recognition 
for Marta.  The result was 
representation by two galleries 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
During this time Marta shared 
her knowledge teaching at the 
local art school.  Highlights of 
her art career to date include 
having two postcards of her 

animals included in the World Wildlife Fund and 
being represented by a gallery in Stockholm, 
Sweden for her work.  Marta was born in Sweden 
and returns there regularly to visit family.   
 

Marta found making a living as an artist hasn’t 
always been easy often experiencing “feast or 
famine” between shows and commissions.  To 
complicate matters, when Marta relocated to 
Arizona in the late 80’s, she found the art world to 
be very different from Grand Rapids.  Collectors in 
Arizona weren’t buying raccoon or squirrel 
paintings.  She decided to work retail and as a 
result found herself with little time to paint.  Then, 
in the 90’s with a 
second marriage and 
more time she decided 
to take classes in 
watercolor and oil at 
local colleges, The 
Scottsdale Artist School 
and even a class in 
Monet’s Garden in Giverny.  She has been back at 
the easel ever since. 
 

After experimenting with different mediums Marta 
has returned to painting with pastels.  Marta joined 
APAA and actively takes advantage of the varied 
learning opportunities offered through the 
organization as well as workshops offered through 
other venues.  She is dedicated to learning all she 
can with new pastel techniques and materials.  
Now her subject matter includes paintings of 
people and landscapes and even cars, for which 
she was excited to win a ribbon in the recent AAA 
show. 
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MUNZER FOUNDATION  
Rudolf J. & Daphne A. 

The Arizona Art Alliance mission is to promote the visual arts through collaboration with 

member organizations, strategic partnerships and community involvement. 

 

 

Early signs of the New Year are 
assuring of another exciting 
chapter in the growth and 
success of our Alliance!  
 
We continue to be recognized in 
the Arizona art community as a 
visual arts leader. 
 

Our latest recognition was the reception at the 
Arizona House of Representatives for the artists that 
participated in the “Visions of Arizona” art exhibit. 
The Arizona Art Alliance along with the names of the 
participating artists was recognized on the House 
floor by Representative Debbie Lesko. We received 
many compliments on the beautiful and eclectic art 
representing Arizona. 
 
The Arizona Art Alliance has been invited to 
participate on the Governor’s Annual Arts Awards 
Committee. It will be an honor for me to represent 
our family of talented artists. 
 

The gallery continues to draw more attention with 
increase visitors, buyers and participating artists. 
Thanks to Carmen Timm, our Workshop Director, the 
workshop schedule is close to capacity!  
 
The gallery is also becoming a popular location with 
outside organizations as a meeting destination, thus 
increasing the gallery exposure, the displayed art 
and the Artist’s Gift Shop. 
 
Election of Officers and Directors are underway. All 
member Presidents have been sent pertinent 
information, so be sure to ask about and review the 
various positions and their requirements. You will 
note that most of the duties require only a few hours 
per week or month. 
 
Do your part and become involved with our dynamic 
and exciting organization. You will be rewarded with 
a great sense of pride and accomplishment by 
“Enriching Life through Art”. 
 
John Fontana, Board Chairman 

From the Chairman 

Easels for Rent  
 

12 compact black metal easels  
$2.50 each per 24 hours  

$1.50 per day for 4 or more days  
Call  

Erin Jewel Conway, 602-571-6028  
Barbara Lacy, 480-620-1358 
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 Calendar of Events 

Ongoing thru FEBRUARY 23 The Art League West of 
Goodyear has an exhibit in the Avondale City Civic 
Center. They also have a juried show in the Avondale 
Library’s Westside Gallery, which includes 3D art and 
jewelry. Both shows will be revised every three months 
going forward. 

Ongoing to FEBRUARY 27 The Mayo Exhibit in the 
Courtyard Marriott Scottsdale at Mayo Clinic, 13444 E. 
Shea Blvd. This is a rotating display of fine art by 17 
juried Arizona Art Alliance artists. 

Ongoing thru APRIL 18 Southwest Society of Botanical 
Artists presents “Indigenous Botanicals of Arizona”, a 
juried, travelling exhibition in Tempe Public Library 
(upper & lower levels) at 3500 South Rural Road. 

Ongoing thru NOVEMBER 2 The AZ Art Alliance and AZ 
Commission on the Arts have a Vision of Arizona exhibit 
in the House of Representatives at the State Capital. This 
display is open to the public Mon - Fri, 9 - 5pm. 

FEBRUARY 1 - 12 The East Valley Artists Guild will have a 
Mini Show in the Arizona Art Alliance Galley. Please drop 
in to enjoy the works of these talented member artists. 

FEBRUARY 3 - 5 The Arizona Gourd Society is hosting a 
Competition Art Show at the Wuertz Farm’s ninth annual 
Gourd Festival.  Southwest Gourd Association, an Art 
Alliance member, will be heavily represented in this 
show at the Pinal County Fairgrounds, in Casa Grande. 
Details at arizonagourdsociety.org and wuertzfarm.com. 

FEBRUARY 15 - 26 Critique Encounters XII artists will 
have their Mini Show in the Arizona Art Alliance Gallery.  
As Art Alliance members, they’ll appreciate your support. 

FEBRUARY 24 Is the deadline for responding to a Call for 
Artists from the Consequences National Juried Exhibition 
in San Francisco, CA. You can find details on arc-sf.com. 
The show will run from May 12 - June 2. 

FEBRUARY 27 Member Artists: Mark This Date. The 
process for selecting artists to hang in the next major 
gallery show begins on the 27th. The prospectus and all 
required forms for AAA “Touch It, Feel It, Lovin’ Art” will 
be on the website February 27th, with applications and 
images due no later than March 25th by 5pm. 

MARCH 8 - APRIL 1 AAA “Spring Into Art” Exhibition. 
This AZ Art Alliance Gallery show will be a major event 
that should not be missed. Only those artists who have 
already been juried will be eligible to display their work. 
The artists reception is Saturday, March 10 from 6 - 9pm. 

MARCH 10 - 11 Westbrook Village Fine Arts presents 
their annual fine arts show, Colors of the Desert. Their 
display is in the Westbrook Fine Arts Learning Center at 
18827 N. Country Club Drive, in Peoria. Free admission 
on Saturday from 10 - 5pm and Sunday from 10 - 3pm. 

MARCH 24 - 25 Fountain Hills Art League Tour d’ Artiste 
is showcasing 14 studios, 3 galleries and 35 artists. This 
fund raiser for student art is open from 10 - 4pm with a 
$20 admission, per person, for both days. 

MARCH 31 -  APRIL 1 WHAM Art Association & The City 
of Surprise are producing their first annual Community 
Arts Festival, titled “Art is Alive in Surprise”. The show 
will be at Dream Catcher Park, 14534 W. Tierra Buena 
Lane. There are still booth spaces available for artists. 
Contact Connie Whitlock thru WHAMart@aol.com. 

Arizona Art Alliance Workshops 

THIS CALENDAR OF EVENTS OMITS OUR EXTENSIVE SLATE OF CLASSES 

AND WORKSHOPS, WHICH GROWS BY THE WEEK. HOWEVER, YOU CAN 

FIND ALL OF THESE OFFERINGS, INCLUDING REQUIRED DETAILS ON 

TIME, CONTENT, COST AND APPROPRIATE SKILL LEVELS ON OUR 

WEBSITE. WHETHER YOU ARE INTERESTED IN OIL, WATERCOLOR, ACRYLIC OR PASTEL PAINTING, COLORED PENCIL, 

MIXED MEDIA, GOURD ART, PHOTOGRAPHY, COLOR MIXING, OR A WORKSHOP STRUCTURED TO MEET YOUR 

GROUP’S INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS, WE HAVE A VENUE FOR YOU. 

All our workshops and classes are held at the AAA Gallery in the Pavilions at Talking Stick, located at 9011 

E. Indian Bend Road, Scottsdale, AZ 82028. Class sizes are limited for all offerings, so take time now to 

Enroll, Learn and Enjoy! 

TO GO DIRECTLY TO THESE EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES, CLICK HERE, THEN SELECT THE “AGENDA” TAB 

http://www.azartalliance.com/workshops.html
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 Festivals and Exhibits 

ARIZONA ART ALLIANCE GALLERY 

ARTIST’S GIFT SHOP 

While we are on the subject of exhibits, don’t forget 

that we have an ongoing display of very affordable 

jewelry and gifts in the Artist’s Gift Shop. If you 

missed the recap of the Holiday Show results in 

January’s newsletter, this shop produced 46% of our 

$6,543 in total sales. So be sure and keep the gift 

shop in mind when you want to treat yourself or 

someone special. In fact, why not use the discount 

coupon on page 8 of this newsletter? 

 
find us on 

facebook  
facebook.com/azartalliance 
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 Festivals and Exhibits 

The Arizona Art Alliance “Spring into Art” Exhibition 
March 8 - April 1, 2012 

 
MAYO Exhibit  

Courtyard Scottsdale at Mayo Clinic  
A revolving exhibit from Sept 2011 to March 2012 

Located at 13444 E. Shea Blvd., Scottsdale, AZ. 
Those currently exhibiting are: Bonnie Adams, Pat Beans,  

Rita Brusso, Katheen Connard, Judy Delmonico- Roll,  
H C Gilmore, Mona Houle, Lee Kaster, Phyllis Lindsey,  
Karen Lockhart, Chris Morningforest, George Nelson,  

Maryanne Noli, Tito Sebastiani, Carolyn Tolliver,  
Nancy Troupe, & Frank Vona. 
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 Festivals and Exhibits 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RECOGNIZES ARTISTS 
 

Visions of Arizona is currently on view from November 4, 2011 – November 2, 2012 at the Arizona House of 
Representatives on the 2nd floor. This collection of artwork on loan was made possible through the 
generous volunteer efforts of the Arizona Art Alliance, who managed the statewide open call to artists. A 
review panel convened by the Arizona Commission on the Arts recommended 25 artworks from a juried pool 
of over 300 submissions. The exhibited artworks were selected in consultation with the House Majority 
Whip, Representative Debbie Lesko, who recognized the artists by reading their names on the House floor. 
The Arizona Art Alliance was also given an award for their artistic contribution. 

 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR VIEWING THE 

“VISIONS OF ARIZONA” ART 

EXHIBITION 

You can view a video slide show of the 
display in The House of Representatives by 
accessing azartalliance.com.  On the Home 
page, go down to the video box in the lower 
left-hand corner of the page to view the 
show. You can pause the presentation at 
any time by clicking on the picture you want 
to see longer, then click on the picture again 
to restart the show. We want to thank the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts for creating 
this video and generously sharing it with us. 

You can also view still pictures of all the art, 
including pieces hung in the Attorney 
General’s Office, by going back to the top of 
the Home page and clicking on the STORE 
tab. That takes you to a display of 55 works, 
which include all of the Visions of Arizona 
selections. As you will see, all of these works 
are for sale through our on-line gallery! 
Artist identification for all these works can 
be found in EXHIBITS, then  AAA SHOWS. 

Representative Debbie Lesko reading artist’s names on the 

floor of the House 

John Fontana and Robert Booker, Executive Director of 

Arizona Commission on the Arts, accepting the award 

http://www.azartalliance.com/
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 Alliance News 

 

 

Building Relationships to Aid the Arizona Arts Community 
 

The strategic relationship between Arizona Art Alliance and the Arizona Commission on the Arts continues 
to strengthen. Following the successful opening of our joint “Visions of Arizona” exhibit in the Arizona 
House of Representatives, John Fontana, our Founder and Chairman of the Board, has been invited to 
serve on the 2012 Governor’s Arts Awards Panel. Each year, Robert C. Booker, Executive Director of the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts, forms a panel of 8 - 10 Arizonans to review the various nominations for 
the prestigious Governor’s Arts Awards. Mr. Fontana has accepted the invitation to serve and will strive to 
make a positive contribution to this year’s award process. To see how this awards program celebrates the 
arts in Arizona, go to http://www.governorsartsawards.org/ 

Changes Already Made in Leadership 

of the Arizona Art Alliance 

As we go into the election process for the Board of 

Directors and Officers, three important changes are now 

in effect. Specifically, John Fontana has resigned his 

position as President, but remains as Chairman of the 

Board, Deb Sedlmayer has assumed the role of Acting 

President, until that position is officially filled, and 

Barbara Hurley-Peterson has resigned from the Board 

and her position as Grants Director. We sincerely thank 

Barbara for her outstanding service to our organization 

and gratefully acknowledge her willingness to provide 

input for future grant requests. These changes are 

reflected in the Board of Directors and Officers box at 

the top of the next page. 

February Signals the Board of Directors Election Process 

The Nominating Committee shall prepare ballot materials: cover letter, if necessary; ballot listing 

candidate by office, names in alphabetical order, title, and any other data (group affiliation) and candidate 

statements. This information will be submitted to the Board of Arizona Art Alliance by February 10, 2012 

to conduct the electronic election. From the time the ballot is listed and before the February 17, 2012 

Board meeting, voting must be completed within seven days. The Nominating Committee chair shall 

inform each candidate of the elections immediately and thereafter the results shall be posted on the 

Arizona Art Alliance website. 
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Give the Gift 

of Art 

Today!  
 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 

NOW AVAILABLE  

AT THE ALLIANCE 

GALLERY! 

MAILING ADDRESS: 10810 N. Tatum Blvd. • Suite 102-264 • Phoenix, AZ 85028  

GALLERY ADDRESS: Pavilions at Talking Stick, 9011 E. Indian Bend • Scottsdale, AZ 85250 • Open Wed-Sun. 10-5pm  

John Fontana  
Founder and Chairman of the 

Board  

john.fontana@azartalliance.com  

Deb Sedlmayer 
Acting President  

azdebs@aol.com  

Vince Valicenti  
Vice President  

valvince@aol.com  

Kelley Smith  
VP Assistant to the President  

kelleysmith@azartalliance.com  

 

Chuck Cummins  
VP Membership Management  

cumminsc@azartalliance.com  

Pat Beans  
Treasurer  

patbeans@cox.net  

Nancy Troupe  
Secretary  

nancytroupeartist@gmail.com  

Mike Brady  
Dir. Community Outreach 

mkyfin@cox.net  

Judy Delmonico-Roll  
Rep Director  

jdelmonico-roll@cox.net  

Deb Sedlmayer  
Jury Director  

azdebs@aol.com  

Carmen Timm  
Workshop Coordinator  

kriket1964@aol.com  

   BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

 Alliance News 

Good Things Are Happening in the Pavilions at Talking Stick 

Our decision to locate the Arizona Art Alliance Gallery in the Pavilions at Talking Stick continues to prove 
appropriate. The management of this mall is dedicated to creating a first class retail and entertainment 
environment, and they are successfully demonstrating a great mix of imagination and aggressiveness. 
Many permanent high-draw facilities have recently been opened and more are already on track for 2012 
operation. Moreover, the mall’s focus on family venues, including McDonalds Rock 'n' Roll Classic Car Show - 

Every Saturday from 4 - 8pm and The Scottsdale Street Fair - Every Sunday through May from 10 - 4 pm, has 
provided great draws. Since the Street Fair started in early January, Sunday traffic in our gallery has tripled! 

Street Fair Photos 

provided by the 

Pavilions staff 

http://www.thepavilionsattalkingstick.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=59:mcdonalds-rock-n-roll-classic-car-show-every-saturday-from-4-8pm&catid=37:events&Itemid=81
http://www.thepavilionsattalkingstick.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=59:mcdonalds-rock-n-roll-classic-car-show-every-saturday-from-4-8pm&catid=37:events&Itemid=81
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 Member News 

The Arizona Pastel Artists Association was founded by a 
group of Arizona artists on May 2, 1994 in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  The Association was incorporated in 1997 and 
was granted 501c4 status in 2011. The APAA is a member 
of the International Association of Pastel Societies and the 
Arizona Art Alliance. 
 

The membership currently numbers over 100 and 
represents pastelists from across both Arizona and the 
United States.  Members range from professional full time 
artists known nationally and internationally to members 
just getting interested in learning about the medium of 
pastel.   The organization holds monthly meetings 
September through May taking a summer recess for the 
months of June through August.   Meetings are typically 
held the first Sunday of the month at the Arizona Art Guild 
building.  Each meeting includes a general membership 
meeting as well as a program.  Programs may include 
demos, speakers on the business of art, art critiques, etc.   
A digital newsletter is sent out monthly throughout the 
year to enhance communication between members 
spread widely geographically. 
 

As an organization we seek to inspire and engage our 
members through a variety of activities.  Like many 
organizations, APAA holds an Artist of the Month 
competition culminating with an Artist of the Year 
competition at the end of the meeting year.  Three times a 
year an Art Challenge is initiated.  A limited number of 
members sign up for each Art Challenge.  They are given 
an object or word at a subsequent meeting that they must 
incorporate into a painting.  After two months the 
participants bring their painting to the meeting and the 
group has a critique/discussion based on the resulting 
paintings. 

APAA holds two juried membership shows each year, one 
in the fall and one in the spring.  Judges have included well 
known valley art professional as well as national and 
international level instructors from across the nation.  
Locations for the shows have included Sedona, 
Cottonwood and locations within the valley.  APAA also 
hosts a minimum of two workshops a year, often in 
conjunction with a show utilizing the instructor as a show 
judge.   These major workshops typically range from 3 to 5 
days.  However, APAA also offers mini workshops and class 
series utilizing members and local professionals. 
 

APAA offers three membership levels.  Individuals initially 
join the organization as general members.  Earning points 
through participation in APAA shows allows for members 
to become juried members.  Juried members may 
continue to earn points through a variety of avenues laid 
out in the bylaws to earn signature member status.  APAA 
currently has 18 signature members and will be holding its 
first annual signature member show at the University Club 
of Phoenix this spring. 

The Laveen Art League welcomes its newest juried 
members:  
Stephen Cubbon Water Color; Acrylic; Oils  
Debbie Zapakta Water Color; Acrylic, jewelry  
Both will be showing in the Arizona Art Alliance 
Spring Show. Congratulations! 
 
The Phoenix Artists Guild welcomes its newest 
juried member:  
1. Grant Washburn  Photography 
Grant will be showing in the Arizona Art Alliance 
Spring Show. Congratulations! 

JULIE GILBERT POLLARD  

classes & workshops ● watercolor oil acrylic 

 623-849-2504  
JulieGilbertPollard@cox.net - www.JulieGilbertPollard.com  

 Scottsdale Artists’ School  

 Shemer Art Center, Phoenix  

 Highland Valley Studios, Ramona, CA 

 More classes & workshops + details on website!  
BRILLIANT COLOR – best seller North Light Book 
Watercolor Unleashed DVDs - North Light Shop  

WATERCOLOR UNLEASHED! The Notebook  
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Arizona Artists Guild (AAG) 
www.arizonaartistsguild.org  
 
Arizona CLAY Association (AZ 
CLAY)  
www.arizonaclay.org 
  
Arizona Designer Craftsmen  
www.arizonadesignercraftsmen.org 
  
Arizona Pastel Artists 
Association (APAA)  
www.azpaa.com 
  
Arizona Watercolor 
Association (AWA)  
www.watercolor.org 
  
Art League West (ALW)  
www.artleaguewest.com 
  
Artists of the Superstitions  
www.artistsofthesuperstitions.com 
  
Chaparral Studio Artists  
480-991-5278 
  
Colored Pencil Society of 
America  
602-224-9774 
  
Critique Encounters XII (CEXII)  
www.cexii.com 
  
Desert Artists  
480-991-4486 
  
Desert Sage Artists (DSA)  
602-482-0061 
 
East Valley Art Guild (EVAG)  
www.eastvalleyartguild.com  

FLAIR (Fine Local Artists In 
Residence)  
623-551-8706 
  
Fountain Hills Art League  
www.fountainhillsartleague.com 
  
Gilbert Visual Art League  
mozaic@mindspring.com  
 
Havasu Art Guild  
www.havasuartguild.com 
  
Laveen Art League (LAL)  
www.laveenartleague.org 
  
Mesa Art League (MAL)  
www.mesaartleague.com  
 
Northeast Valley Artists 
League  
602-996-5423 
  
Northern Arizona Watercolor 
Society  
hjwjones@yahoo.com 
  
Paradise Valley Art League 
(PVAL)  
602-789-1902 
  
Peoria Fine Arts Association 
(PFAA)  
jwndr48@cox.net  
 
Phoenix Artists Guild (PAG)  
www.phoenixartistsguild.com 
  
Scottsdale Artists League (SAL)  
www.scottsdaleartistsleague.org  
 
 

Sonoran Arts League (Sonoran)  
www.sonoranartsleague.org 
  
Southern Arizona Watercolor 
Guild (SAWG)  
www.watercolor-sawg.org  
 
Southwest Society of Botanical 
Artists  
602-373-9912  
 
Southwest Gourd Assoc.  
karen@soaringspiritstudio.com 
  
Sun City Grand Art Club (SCG)  
azemove@juno.com 
  
Tempe Artists Guild  
www.tempeartistsguild.org 
  
Westbrook Village Fine Arts 
Association (Westbrook)  
www.westbrookvillagefinearts.org  
 
What’s Happening Art 
Movement (WHAM)  
www.wham-art.org  
 
Wickenburg Art Club, Inc. 
(WAC)  
www.wickenburgartclub.org  
 
A full listing is available online at 

www.azartalliance.com  

 

AZ Art Alliance Fine Art Gallery  

9011 E. Indian Bend, Scottsdale, AZ 85250  

www.azartalliance.com  

email us at: info@azartalliance.com  
Open Wed-Sun. 10-5pm  

 Member News 


